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The Factors Effecting to Changes
the Belief of the Yao Liang Phi Ritual
of the Phu Thai People in Kudwa Sub-District,

Kuchinarai District, Kalasin Province.
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Abstract

The aims of this research are: 1) to study the history and the
background of the Yao Liang Phi ritual of the Phu Thai people. 2) to
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study the current status of the Yao Liang Phi ritual of the Phu Thai
people and 3) to study the factors effecting to changes the belief of
the Yao Liang Phi Ritual of the Phu Thai people in Kudwa sub-district,
Kuchinarai district, Kalasin province. This research is a qualitative
research. The study by target group is separated into 3 group. 1. The
knowledge group 10 people, 2. The practitioner 20 people, and 3. the
relevant 20 people. Which is people live in area Kudwa sub-district,
Kuchinarai district, Kalasin province. using the data collected from the
documents and field study by surveys, observations, and the interview
from 50 people who are experts, the practitioners, and other people
related to the ritual. The data of this research was presented using
descriptive analysis along with the images.

The result of the research shows that the Yao Liang Phi ritual
is separated into 3 periods. The first period was in the year 1856 in
Kudwa village. At the time, people migrated from Muang Wang to
Kudwa village and was struck by a sickness and tried to heal themselves
with herbs but the sickness wasn’t healed. The issue was then taken
to the medium and was found out that the sickness was caused by
the fact the there’s a spirit that wanted to come and stay. A ritual was
put in place to receive the spirit. Each year, a ritual will be held to
thank the spirit for its protection and the ritual was carried on up until
the second period in the year 1889. People had migrate and established
new villages; Khok Gong village in the year 1889, Wang Mon village in
the year 1907, and Huay daeng and Khoom Khi Yang village in the year
1910. In each village, there will be “Maw Yao” or the shaman to

perform the ritual. The third period started when Na Khrai village was
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established in the year 1970. New villages emerge alongside the
shamans and the belief was carried on until today. However, it was
found that the Yao ritual had changed from its original status. The
major change are the participants in the ritual the present less number
when compare former, the costumes have change such as shirts sarong
pants breast cloth earring, the musical instruments have type add come
in are drum cymbal and amplifier. And also open the CD player instead
people play, the date and time, the place where the ritual will be held
the materials used to make denounced or marquee ceremony the use
of modern materials. Tent camping is a roof and use cloth slang fenced
marquee ceremony, the objects involved in the ritual use white wine
instead of liquor distillery. Candles made from paraffin instead wax.
Cone made of banana leaves instead jackfruit leaves., the spells or the
chants former use blister but present use plastictank the device uses
a secondary water for bring elephants to play., magic spells or chants
have record magic spells is written form and use telephone transcribe
maremueng while performing the ritual. and the steps in performing
the ritual less steps in the past there are some steps missing. From the
changes that happen both from the internal and the external factors,
the internal factors that contribute the most to the changes are the
belief, the current social and environmental state which contribute to
the changes in the belief. These changes result in a more modern
value. The new experiences led to more knowledge that helps the
people to survive in the society. As for the external factors that
contribute the most to the changes are the dissemination of other

culture and the discoveries and the innovations. These new
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knowledges led to newer technologies that provide more convenient
to the people which will have an impact on the economy being faced

today.

Keywords: The Factors Effecting to Changes, the Belief, The Yao Liang
Phi Ritual, The Phu Thai People, The current status.
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