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   Image Craved on the  Lintel : Kala Pulling  the Garlands 
                                                   out of its Mouth

       

Abstract

 Kala, represented by a  erce animal 
or demon face, is generally decorated onto 
the lintel of sacred architecture’s entrance. 
Based on the ancient belief, Kala  is a symbol 
of glory face. Also, it is a symbol of guardian 
spirit who protects the sacred architecture 
from all disaster and absorbs wickedness of 
whoever tries to enter the sacred place.     
 The common type of  Kala seen in 
Thailand has been in  uenced by Khmer art. 
There is a combination of original structure 
and local craftsmanship. Therefore, Kala 
in Thai art is obviously different from Khmer’s. To 
conserve the mythological  erce expression 
of  Kala,  it is carved  into a animal or demon
face with a pair of bluge round eyes, 1-3 
edges of eyelids, huge nose, wide mouth 
remaining only upper lip, and always found 
in the gesture of  pulling  a garland out of its 
mouth toward left-side and right-side.
 However, the gesture of  ‘pulling  a 
garland out of the mouth’ does not  
appearently conform to the Hindu myth, that 
is Kala strarvelingly consumes everything 
even itself.



 31

 
  

 
 1 (   , 

2535 : 18)  -
  

 
   

 
 (   , 2548 : 24) 

  , , 
 , ,  

   
 

 

 
“ ”  

 “ ” 
 (   

, 2548 : 31) 
  

 
 

   
 17  

  

  
 ( ) (    ,

2535 : 47) 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 ( , 
2531 :66) 

   
 

 (  
  , 2542 : 118) 

  
  (  

  , 2531 : 4)  
  

  
 

 (    
, 2546 : 20)  

 

 
 

, 
, 

 
 

 (      , 2533 
: 20)   

  

 (    
, 2546 : 17) 

 
  

 
  



 32  32

 “ ” 
 

   

 
      

   
     

  
 

 
   

  
 (    , 2515 : 

106)
    

  
    

   
 ( , 2550 : 

96) 

 
 (   , 2527 : 7)

  
 

 
  

 “  ”   Myth 
and Symbols Indian Art and Civilization by 
Heinrich   

   “ ” 

 
    

 
 

 

   
  

  
 

  
 

  
  
 

   

  “  
   

 
 ” (   , 2502 :37-41)

 
    

 (   
,2541 :46)  

  
  

  ( -
, 2550 : 96)

  
  

   
 

 
 

 
 (   , 2549 

:150)    (   , 2550:
8)  

 



 33

 

 
 ,  

1-3 , ,   
( ), , ,

 
 

 
 7    (  

. .1433-1465) (  8),  (

. .1505-1550),  (  . .1550-1620)
(  10-12),  (  . .1640-1715) 
(  16)  (  . .1720-  . .
1770) (   , 2527 : 81)

   
(  . . 1640-1715) 

  .  .  
(  3)   2 

  
 

  
 2   2   4 

   (  13-15) 

  (  . . 1550-
1620)  .  

  2  
 

   
 

1   2   4  
 (  10-12)

  
    

 
   

(  . . 1140-1190) (  4) 

 (  . . 1175-1240) (  
5)  (  . . 
1415- . .1433) (  6) 

 (   

  .
:      ,  : , 83.



 34

,2513 :117-118) 

   “
  

 

 
  ,  

 
” (    , 2513 :117-

118) 
   

 

  
  

 
 “

” 
 

 

  

 
-

  (   
, 2549 :150) 

 (  . . 1140-1190) 
 ( . . 1150) 

  (  
. . 1415 -  . .1433) 

 
 

 (   ,2550 :8) ( 1-2) 

 

  

  “
”   

  
  

  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 



 35

 1  
: “   SURVEY OF ART HISTORY IN NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES”

 2   
: “   SURVEY OF ART HISTORY IN NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES”

 3 



 36

 4  
:    , , 16.

 5  
:    , , 16

 6   .
:      ,  : 

, 81.

 7 
 .

:   , 
“  

”, 283.



 37

 8   .
:      ,  : , 83.

 9 
:      ,  : , 109.

 10   .
:    

, , 86.

11  .
:   , 

“  
”, 272.



 38

 12    .
:      ,  : , 111.

 13   .  .

 14  15  
:   , 

“  
”, 114.



 39

 16    .
   

 1  

.2531. .  3 .  : .
  .2527 .“  ”.

 .   
 .

  . 2549. “    
 ”.   2549
  : .

  . 2550. “   SURVEY OF ART HISTORY
 IN NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES”.

.2550.   :  -  :  - .
  : .

  . 2548.  .
  : .

     . 2533.  : 
 .

  , . 2546. .  12.  : 
 .  : .

  , . 2535. .  2.  :  .
  , . 2542. .  : 

 .
  , . 2531. .  : .

  . 2535.  .
  : .

  .2541.  : .  : 
   .


