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Abstract

This article is an illustration and position of the system of social
relationship of kings in Isaan Dharavati culture. The data was obtained
from inscribed evidences and art works. The analysis was based on the
Social Change Theory Framework.

This theory was based on the process of organization of
activities to promote interpersonal relationship to promote reciprocity
or any types of satisfaction — not only in terms of material but also
spirit. There were two levels of the idea construction process or social
activities which explained the activities or actions of people and the
second level related to status and position of the people that had an
effect on determination of social relation pattern and power relation.

Kings in Isaan Dharavati culture had constructed activity relation
system with Buddhist ceremony, so it became social exchange process
that expected satisfaction of organizers and attendants of the ceremony.
The satisfaction was presented through sacred objects or sacred
constructions in the form of arts dedicated to Buddha. There was also
expectation towards the next life in the era of Sri Arayuga. Buddha
images, Buddha tablets. Stupas, Chetiyas, Buddhist boundary mark,
Dramachakra, and contents from the inscriptions found in Isaan
Dharavati culture reflected the pattern of Monarchy in Isaan Dharavati
culture by two aspects which were the lore of Bodhisattva who practiced
to accumulate merits and virtues and helped people so they achieved
physical and spiritual happiness, and lore of emperors who expanded

the land of the kingdom for the governance of the land with moral.

Keywords: Monarchy, Isaan Dhavarati Cullture, Social Exchange
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