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Local mural painting: Faith and beliefs from styles
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of crowned Buddha Image in Life of the Buddha
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Abstract

Local mural paintings in middle Isan are dated around mid-late
B.D. 25 or during the reign of King Rama V of Rattanakosin period. The
concepts and inspirations of mural painting that showed the unique of
local artist might come from local literatures that copied from its
original in Laos. Some parts of Life of the Buddha story here therefore
are different from details of mural painting in Central Thailand.

The crowned Buddha in local mural painting or “Hoop Tam”
in middle Isan always appearedin scenes after the ordination of the
Buddha, for example, a scene of Buddha Subduing Mara or a scene of
the Death of the Buddha. Thesecrowned Buddha Images wears only
head dress or crown without any other royal attires and can be found
in subduing mara position and meditating position and also foundin
both Thai tradition and local mural painting. These two styles are
popular among local artists as they are found in many Sim.

The style of crowned Buddha image may relate to group of
Buddha Image late B.D. 24-25. The concept of this group was to
replicate the Emerald Buddha which at that time was an important
Buddha Image of Laos. These Buddha Images have been replicated in
small size and were popular in Isan. It is possible that those belief, faith
and remembrance have been passed on to people in middle Isan who
have race relation with Laos people during B.D 25 but showed their

beliefs through mural painting instead.

Keywords: Painting, Esan murals, Buddha, Crowned Buddha Image
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