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Abstract

This study was conducted to examine the beliefs and rituals
of the community toward Wat Phu Champasak District Laos PDR. The
paper aimed to study the history, current condition and community
beliefs as well as rituals related to Wat Phu Champasak Dist., Laos PDR
from past up until now. In this research was to study the accumulated
documents and information which came from observation, interviews
and having conversations with people in the communities i.e. experts,
community leaders, practitioners and other stakeholders who live in

the area.
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It was found that Wat Phu has been built for long time ago and
traveled through many eras including Chenla Empire, Khmer Empire,
and Lane Xang Kingdom. Each empire has its own religion belief those
are Brahminism and Theravada Buddhism respectively which influenced
the roles in using the temple. Each time, the visible signs of religious
believes came to dominate the temple. At the beginning, the temple
has been built from Brahminism belief transferred from Funan Empire,
which dominated Chenla Empire. Afterward, when Khmer Empire was
ruling over the land the empire brought Saivism to the temple according
to the historical evidences which are engraved Trimurti and Shiva
Linga located in the temple area. Later, at the end of Khmer Empire,
the power has been fading from the region; Lane Xang’s Buddhism
took the place of Brahminism. Wat Phu was changed from Hindu shrine
into Buddhist place. Shiva linga was replaced by Statue of Buddha at
the center of the temple in order to give their people a place to
worship and to perform a Buddhist ceremony Beliefs and rituals in Wat
Phu, based on Saivism, have been changing over time up until now.
Visible beliefs and rituals are classified into two main categories, those are

1) National religious beliefs; Buddhist is the national
religious of Laos PDR. People around Wat Phu, Laotians, as well as
foreigners are gathered to the temple for worshipping and giving alms
to Buddhist monks in Wat Phu ceremonial festival.

2) Local beliefs. In ‘Lieng Sarn Phu Tha’ (Worshipping to
Guardian Ghosts) ritual, the local people around the temple performed
a worshiping to royal-blooded ghosts or gods related to Agriculture

hoping for good fortune by sacrificing animals.
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Moreover, Transferred beliefs from ancestors i.e. worshiping to
superstition located around the ceremonial area, where people believe
to be a sanctum, permeated throughout two main rituals and beliefs
mentioned above as well. Visible beliefs and rituals were influenced
by dominant religious in each era which connected to Wat Phu. The
beliefs creating the rituals, which are harmonized to people’s lives in

the community, are living on up until now.
Keyword: Belief, Community’s rituals, Wat Phu temple
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