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The Reflection of Identity, Historical,
Politics and Implication From Monuments

in Lao Peoples Democratic Republic
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Abstract

The study of The Reflection of Identity, Historical, Politics and
Implication from Monuments in Lao People’s Democratic Republic
aimed to find the history and background, current status, and reflection,
identity, history, politics and implication of monuments in Laos. This
qualitative study mainly used data collected via field study trips, and
domestic and international literature as a component. The sample
groups were key informants, casual informants, and general informants
in Laos which were selected by purposive sampling. The tools used
include survey, observation, interview, focused - group discussion and

workshop. The data collected then was analyzed by using Structural
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Functionalism, Theory of Aesthetics, and Theory of Symbolism. The
study is presented in a descriptive analysis accompanying with
photographs.

The study reveals that the monuments in Lao People’s
Democratic Republic were historically established since the Old Stone
Age or Big Stone Age, which was the culture developed in period of
tribe society. The monuments were constructed with an objective to
protect the dead or as commemoration of good merits to the dead.
The monuments were normally made in various styles and types, such
as stone jars, stone stands, standing stones, and stone coffins and
graves. These monuments were found in various areas, including stone
jars found in Xieng Khouang, stone stands found in Chamnua, standing
stones in Luang Namtha, stone stands in Luang Prabang, stone coffins
or stone graves found in caves and mountains. In the medieval age, it
was found that the monuments were mostly constructed as a Phra
That or stupa, such as Phra That or the relics of Buddha, kings, abbots,
as well as those constructed as to dedicate merits to the spirits of
those who had passed away, such as parents, grandparents or patrons.
In these days, the monuments have been developed to construct as
figures of important persons in both half and full body forms. There
were total 67 monuments found in the northern Laos, including one
of historical monument, 62 political monuments, and 4 implication
(relation) monuments. In the central Laos, there were total 76 monu-
ments found, consisted of 5 historical monuments, 68 political monu-
ments, and 3 of implication monuments. In southern Laos, there were

only 33 monuments found, including 31 political monuments and 2
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implication monuments. In this study, the reflection of identity of
monuments in Laos was simple, honest, and innocent, whereas the
historical reflection was about the prosperity of visual arts in various
periods which were rich of lives and tradition and culture of Lao in
certain period of time. In the political reflection, it was found to be
about fighting and changing of country’s ruling system. In the reflection
of implication of monuments in Laos, it was revealed about the
cooperation and unity of fighting against the two nations as to maintain

their nationhood.

Keywords: Monuments Reflection Identity
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