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Abstract

The study of Local Wisdom of Traps in Pak Ngum District,
Vientiane Lao PDR. aims to investigate the history and local wisdom of
traps used in Nam Ngum district of Vientiane, Lao PDR. The target group
of this qualitative study consisted of the key informants, casual
informants and general informants. The tools used in data collection
include interviews, observations and focused-group discussion. The
data collected then was analyzed by using the Theory of Aesthetics,
Theory of History and Culture, Theory of Cultural Diffusion and the
Concept of Animal Trap Knowledge. Consequently, the results were
analyzed in a descriptive analysis method.

The results reveal that the traps had been invented since the
ancient time and were not be able to exactly identify when and how
long they were originally made. It was only known that when there
was a migration into this area, the traps had already appeared. From
the study, the traps could be classified into 4 categories following their
characteristics and types of animals used for, including 1) Traps used
for birds or poultry, 2) Traps used for mammals, 3) Traps used for
amphibians, and 4) Traps used for aquatic animals. The history of these
traps made by the villagers was to trap/catch various types of animals

in accordance to the contexts of areas and kinds of the animals.

YN < 20UN b NINYIAN-TUIAY bede



0006

It can be summarized that the local wisdom of traps were the
wisdom of the trap makers who invented them to catch and trap
animals. Each of these traps would be made following the areas they
use. At the same time, each of them would be consistent to the
category, type, characteristic and nature of certain animal. Moreover,
the majority of these traps were made from the local materials, such
as bamboo, grass, rattan, rice straw and etc. These materials are
commonly woven and formed as a trap that is suitable for certain

category, type, characteristic and nature of the animals.

Keywords: Local Wisdom, Animal Traps
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