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Abstract

The aim of this research is to study the history, culture, and
traditional knowledge of woven fabrics in Luang Prabang, Lao PDR.
Sample groups used to collect data include woven fabric wisemen,
practitioners, and stakeholders in Luang Prabang area. The data-collec-
tion tools used in this study were survey, structured and unstructured
interview, observation, group conversation, and photography. The
data triangulation was also used in this research. Collected data was
presented in the descriptive form. The research results are listed as
follows;

The History of Luang Prabang Woven Fabric: it was found that
historically woven fabrics had been connected to the people of Luang
Prabang for a long period of time. The city was formerly the capital of
Lao People Democratic Republic and was the center of prosperity for
a long time. There were various tribes lived in this former capital and
outstanding arts and cultural practices in many aspects, especially Tai
Lues who were skillful in creating their own unique weaving art and
unique style woven fabric that have been inherited for ages.

The Dimensions of Culture and Traditional Knowledge in Luang
Prabang Woven Fabrics: it was found that, for the cultural dimensions,
weaving was a cultural heritage of Luang Prabang people which
reflected a strong faith in Buddhism combined with spiritual beliefs,
as well as their traditions and ceremonies were related to their beliefs
and practiced in their local way of life and agricultural livelihood for a
long period of time. Thus, woven fabric was a handicraft that played

significant roles in terms of connecting the relations between people
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and society with rituals and beliefs among Luang Prabang habitancy. In
addition, weaving handicrafts acted as a bond of connection between
the past to the present. Not only the stories could be told through
the weaving handicrafts, but they were also presented as a path that
created such a valuable culture up to the present time.

The Dimension of Traditional Knowledge: the traditional
knowledge procedure appeared on Luang Prabang’s woven fabrics,
from the past to present, has been slightly changed according to the
usage conditions and the convenience of weaving. In the past, woven
fabrics were made from people local wisdom and used mainly in their
daily life. However, later on, when the bartering society was changed
to a commercial society, the villagers in Luang Prabang then turned to
produce woven fabrics for sale which it also led them to the weaving
production with more different patterns and styles in order to meet

the buyers’ demand.

Keywords: Woven Fabrics, Culture, Traditional Knowledge
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