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My bio

Bonnie Pacala Brereton first came fo Thailand in 1965, when she taught
in Uttaradit as a US Peace Corps volunteer for two years, and returned to
teach at Prince of Songkla University, Pattani, 1969-72. She earned an
MAin Asian Art History in 1975, and a PhD in Buddhist Studiesin 1992 from

the University of Michigan. She came back tfo Thailand againin 2004 as
the recipient of a Fulbright grant for the KKU Department of Humanities
and Social Sciences. At that fime she began doing research on huup taem
and nang pramothai with Somroay Yencheuy, (Ajan Ot, what is his new
name) with whom she co-authored the book, Buddhist Murals of North-
east Thailand: Reflections of the Isan Heartland, (2010, Mekong Press).
She confinuesto doresearch onlocal Buddhist material culture andritual
and is affiliated with the Center for Research on Plurality in the Mekong

Region (CERP) at Khon Kaen University.

Description of mural

Detail from a mural at Wat Si Mahapho, Wan Yai district, Mukdahan province. The
murals in the interior of this sim, which dates from 1916 C.E. (2459 B.E.), depict
scenes from the Vessantara Jataka (Phra Wetsandon Chadok). This detail of a group
of eight women is found on the interior front wall of the sim, on the lower right side,
as part of a scene outside the house where Chuchok has just died after his stomach
burst open from gluttony. The two women on the far left appear to be gossiping
about his fate. The figures in this mini-masterpiece are drawn in gently sinuous lines
with a sense of movement and grace. The horizontality of their interwoven arms
form an elegant counterpoise to the verticality of their phasins. The color in these
murals, including even the background, is limited to a range of earth tones. This fea-
ture is distinct from other murals at nearby temples and those in central Isan, which
have a white or an off-white background, ample use of indigo, along with some
green and bits of red. The artist here, as Ajan Pairote Samosorn (p. 283), pointed out,
added fine sand from the bank of the Mekong River to the surface of the walls, giving
them the texture of fine sandpaper. Consequently, the murals have a soft, warm

tone that conveys a gentle telling of this epic story.

Dr.Bonnie Pacala Brereton
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